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A group of carton manufacturers 

united to deliver long term, 

collaborative solutions to divert 

valuable cartons from the landfill. 

Associate Member 
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Made with 100% virgin fibers, cartons contain 

some of the best fiber still in the waste stream. 

Cartons are  wax coated 

Shelf-stable “aseptic” cartons 
74% paper 

22% polyethylene 

4% aluminum  

Refrigerated “gable top” cartons 

80% paper 

20% polyethylene 
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• Cartons recycled in US for more than 2 
decades 

• Carton recycling is already available to more 
than half of US residents 

CARTON RECYCLING IS STANDARD PRACTICE GLOBALLY 

Over 140 mills taking 
cartons worldwide 



How Carton Council Achieves  

its Goals 
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STRATEGY MATERIAL 
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Our goal: Build carton recovery 
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Develop 
awareness and 
participation 

Create 
sustainable 
infrastructure 

Build 
sustainable 
markets 



Successes to Date 

As of January 2016 
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CAMPAIGN KICKOFF 
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 Carton recycling programs in 

24 states 

 18% of U.S. households had 

access to carton recycling 

 

 Carton recycling programs 

in 48 states 

 58% of U.S. households have 

access to carton recycling 
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80 of the 100 
largest U.S. 
cities have 
access to 

carton 
recycling. 

Every month, more 
carton recycling 

programs are being 
added in schools, cities, 

towns, and counties 
across the country. 

67.2 million U.S. 
households can 

now recycle 
cartons in their 
communities. 
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Many cartons already display recyclable messaging – but we want more!  

No Message 

More access brings a better recycling message on cartons 

Pre 2010 2010 - present 
Between 30-60% access 

Coming Soon 
Over 60% access 
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Build 

Sustainable 

Markets 

Step 1 
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Build 

Sustainable 

Markets 

Step 1 

Grupo 
Empresarial 
Transforma  

Great Lakes 
Tissue Company 
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Create 

Sustainable 

Infrastructure 

Step 2 
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Develop 

Consumer 

Awareness and 

Participation 

Step 3 
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Develop 

Consumer 

Awareness and 

Participation 

Step 3 
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Develop 

Consumer 

Awareness and 

Participation 

Step 3 



households in PA 
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households in PA with 

carton recycling access 
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Visit RecycleCartons.com 

CartonOpportunities.org  

 

Have a question, call the Carton Council 

at 

TOOLS   .    RESOURCES   .   GRAPHICS                                      FACTS   .   WHITE PAPERS   .   SUPPORT 

Recycle Cartons Recycle Cartons 
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Thank You! 

Kris Kaar 
kkaar@recycle.com 
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